




Romans 8:28-39� SUNDAY, AUGUST 3
GOD WORKS THROUGH TRIAL

In all things God works for the good of those 
who love him.� Romans 8:28

Today would have been my dad’s birthday, but liver 
cancer took him years ago.

During the final two months of his life, Dad was 
cooped up at home; pain and medical equipment were 
his constant companions. One day he complained to 
me, “I wish I would have died fast with a heart attack, 
instead of this slow, miserable death.”

I agreed with Dad that a heart attack would have 
been easier for him. But I also suggested that his slow 
passing was a gift from him to the rest of the family.

We children and grandchildren shared memories, 
asked him questions about his past, offered words of 
love and appreciation that we never would have said 
if he had suddenly been taken from us.

On one occasion, several of his grandchildren sat 
down with him and pored over maps of Europe and 
my dad’s mementos of World War II. The audiotapes 
we made of that conversation are precious to all of us.

I suggested to Dad that the weakness, pain, and dis-
comfort of his cancer offered the entire family a way to 
connect with him in deep and loving ways. Dad agreed.

Dad loved God. The cancer wasn’t good, but God 
took Dad’s cancer and worked it for good.

In your love for God, look for the ways God can 
work your trials for good too.

PRAYER
Sometimes I hurt, Lord. But I trust that you 
are working good through every trial. Help 
us to see your works, O Lord; they truly are 
amazing. In Jesus’ name we pray.� Amen.



2 Samuel 6:1-15� MONDAY, AUGUST 4
DANCING TO GOD’S GLORY

“David . . . danced before the Lord with all his 
might.”� 2 Samuel 6:14

A friend of mine told me about the day he brought 
his bell choir to a small town church. The performers 
were all cognitively impaired adults.

Ken, the pastor, told my friend that he was over-
joyed by the people’s response to the choir. They were 
experiencing an awakening to the gifts God brings to a 
congregation through people with disabilities.

An episode prior to the bell choir’s visit had elic-
ited a different reaction. Just two weeks before the 
bell choir performed, Pastor Ken’s congregation was 
singing an especially lively song during a music-filled 
service. A member of the church, a man who is cog-
nitively impaired, was moved like King David to get 
up and dance in the back of church. His dancing was 
not an attempt to grab the spotlight; it was a heartfelt 
response to the way the Spirit was moving him.

That Sunday, people in the congregation asked, 
“When will he ever learn proper behavior in church?” 
But now, as the congregation experienced the musi-
cal gifts of the bell choir, there was a different reaction. 
“Maybe he is showing us the way,” people said. Two 
Bible study groups from the church decided to identify 
the marginalized people in their community and seek 
ways to become more inclusive.

Is God calling you to welcome people like this too?
PRAYER

Lord, sometimes we get so serious that we miss 
your work through others. Lift up our eyes, 
Lord. Help us to put hands and feet into wel-
coming and celebrating with others.� Amen.



1 Samuel 2:1-10� TUESDAY, AUGUST 5
A WONDERFUL DEMISE

“It is not by strength that one prevails . . . .”	
�  Samuel 2:9

Henry, who is incarcerated in Alabama, had a poem 
printed in the Crossroad Network News (Fall 2007). The 
poem, “Mercy and Love,” describes the close relation-
ship he has with the Lord, who overflows in mercy and 
love for him. But the poem begins elsewhere:

Coming to prison seemed like a demise,
Only to have my soul to rise.
Rise to heights I’ve never known,
The way to salvation I’ve been shown.

Let’s assume that Henry had a fair trial and is being 
punished justly for a crime he committed. If so, then 
all of us are a lot like him. We might not commit crimes 
that risk time in prison, but we head out in directions 
that God disapproves.

In times like that, God loves to remind us that “it is not 
by strength that one prevails.” Sometimes God speaks 
with a whisper, but sometimes God speaks with the 
wail of a siren—and in the voices of those around us: the 
spouse we betrayed, an auditor who discovers our “cre-
ative” accounting, a teacher who catches us cheating.

Getting caught seems like a demise. We feel humili-
ated and angry, but God does not abandon us. Wise 
men and women see that in our darkest moments our 
souls can rise to heights we’ve never known. Those 
moments can lead us straight into the arms of God.

PRAYER
O Lord who sees all, I hate getting caught. But 
thank you. It’s just what I need. Guide me, 
Lord, by the strength of your everlasting arms 
and keep me close.� In Jesus’ name, Amen.



1 Corinthians 1:18-31� WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 6
A WORDLESS TEACHER

God chose the weak things of the world to shame 
the strong.� 1 Corinthians 1:27

The apostle Paul, who wrote 1 Corinthians, sets up 
a contrast between foolish and wise, weak and strong. 
The kinds of things we usually connect with strength—
financial power, political clout, intelligence, physical 
might and beauty—while good in themselves, ulti-
mately carry no lasting weight.

Real strength comes through God’s weakness: “Christ 
crucified.” In this greatest act of self-sacrifice and weak-
ness came the greatest victory. In Jesus’ crucifixion and 
resurrection he conquered all the powers of evil and 
death. We could do nothing; he had to do everything.

The “weakest” members of society often teach us 
how precious each person is to God.

Marjorie’s son Brian is severely multiply impaired. 
Marjorie’s husband, Sam, developed ALS (also called 
Lou Gehrig’s disease), and in the final months of his 
life he lived with severe impairments as well. As all 
of his abilities were gradually taken from him, Sam 
wrestled with what really matters in life. At that point, 
the son became a teacher. Sam said, “If there is one 
thing Brian has taught us, it’s that even when the body 
doesn’t work, there is still a person inside.”

Brian, who can’t speak, taught his whole family 
what really matters. Inside even very broken and weak 
bodies are people for whom Christ was crucified.

PRAYER
Savior, Strength, and Fortress, thank you for 
conquering death through your weakness 
and for giving worth and life to all who be-
lieve. In your name we pray.� Amen.



Matthew 24:32-35� THURSDAY, AUGUST 7
GOD’S WORD IS STRONG

“Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words 
will never pass away.”� Matthew 24:35

In May 2007, The Banner published a story about 
Mariama, a young woman whose cancer formed large, 
disfiguring tumors on her face. Her emotional and 
physical pain was excruciating at times. The Islamic 
people in her village in Guinea, West Africa, believed 
that her tumors were the result of a curse.

Mariama could be a demanding patient to the Chris
tians who helped her. But they didn’t give up. Besides 
tending to her open sores, they talked with her, prayed 
with her, and read to her from the Bible.

At first Mariama didn’t like hearing Scripture. She 
said that when someone read to her from “the book,” 
she felt excruciating pain and had tormenting dreams. 
But over time, as she cried out to God for help, she found 
that relief came for her only in hearing the Scriptures.

Weeks before she passed away, when she was so 
weak that she could barely walk, she insisted that the 
Koranic teacher in her village needed “to know about 
Jesus and this book.” She and a friend visited the teach-
er, who asked for a copy of the Scriptures.

As Mariama faced death, she was not afraid. This 
spoke powerfully to others from her village who now 
also come to hear “the book” read to them. Many are 
learning to read it, and even the Koranic teacher is read-
ing to villagers from the Bible. God’s Word is powerful!

PRAYER
Lord, keep my face in your Word each day. I 
am weak, but your Word is strong. Help me 
to share your Word with others, and may 
we grow strong in your love.� Amen.



1 Thessalonians 5:16-18� FRIDAY, AUGUST 8
THANK GOD IT’s Just a DENT

Give thanks in all circumstances, for this is God’s 
will for you in Christ Jesus.� 1 Thessalonians 5:18

My friend Joe got a little red-faced when I asked him 
about the dent in the hood of his pickup, but he was 
thankful too.

He had cut down an overgrown tree in his front yard, 
and he’d decided to use his pickup to remove the stump. 
He wrapped one end of a tow strap around the roots 
and hooked the other end to the front of his truck.

Joe backed up the truck to take up slack on the strap; 
then he inched backwards. The tow strap stretched and 
drew taut like a rubber band.

Joe thought the root would pull up gradually from 
the ground, but suddenly the root ball let go and sprang 
toward him like a cannonball from a giant sling shot. 
It glanced off the front edge of his hood, flew over the 
cab, and came to rest behind the truck.

Joe took a lot of teasing about that dent in his hood—
and he may get a little more now. But he’s thankful; we 
might have been attending his funeral.

When trouble comes into our lives, including much 
more serious trouble than a dented hood, the eyes of 
faith can see ways in which things could have been 
worse. God constantly restrains evil from doing worse 
damage in our lives.

Perhaps this is one reason why the apostle Paul 
commands us to give thanks in all circumstances.

PRAYER
Lord, you bring good into my life. Forgive 
me for complaining when worse things could 
have happened. Teach me to see your protec-
tive care and be grateful.� In Jesus, Amen.



Matthew 6:9-13� SATURDAY, AUGUST 9
GOD OF INTERRUPTIONS

“Our Father in heaven . . . your will be done on 
earth as it is in heaven.”� Matthew 6:9-10

About four years before my dad died, he wrote the 
following in a letter to me and my wife:

The other night I had a . . . dream about death, 
and then I got the message that I cannot die yet. 
.  .  . God has a very important work for me to 
do before I leave this world. Now I keep asking 
God and wondering what it is that I must do.

After he wrote that, he and my mom had the op-
portunity to have an adult grandson live with them for 
about a year. That grandson (my nephew) told me later 
that he learned a lot about God and about marriage 
from my mom and dad.

As Dad lay dying, I told him what his grandson had 
told me. Then I read for Dad the portion of his letter 
quoted above.

I asked Dad, “Do you think having your grandson 
live with you was the ‘very important work’ God had 
for you to do before leaving this world?”

Taking in even a great guy like my nephew brought 
some challenges for my seventy-something parents. 
But Dad did not hesitate when I asked him this ques-
tion. “Yes,” he said, “that was the work God had set 
out for me yet before I die.”

When an “interruption” comes into your life, it may 
be God’s answer to your prayer, “Your will be done.”

PRAYER
Our Father, “your will be done.” And keep 
our will conformed to your will, especially 
with interruptions that come into our lives. 
In Jesus’ name we pray.� Amen.



Luke 22:39-44� SUNDAY, AUGUST 10
JESUS’ HIGHEST VALUE

“Not my will, but yours be done.”	
� Luke 22:42

Jesus’ final hours of suffering and death were the 
weakest moments of his life. They were the weakest 
moments ever experienced by any human being. Jesus 
drank the bitterest cup any human ever drank.

His closest friends betrayed him, denied him, fled 
from him. Jesus was convicted in a sham trial, mocked 
and flogged, tortured and stabbed. While on the cross, it 
seemed that even his Father in heaven had abandoned 
him. He cried out, “My God, my God, why have you 
forsaken me?” Finally he gave up his spirit and died.

He knew all this was coming. How did he prepare? 
How could anyone prepare for the ultimate torture? 
Jesus turned to the source of his strength: his Father.

Jesus pleaded with God that he would not have to 
face the horror of death on a cross. But there was only 
one thing he wanted more than avoiding the cross; it 
was obedience to God. At the conclusion of his prayer, 
Jesus set aside his own desire for safety, comfort, and 
peace. “Not my will, but yours be done.” Can there be 
any better way to turn weakness to strength?

My own struggles and suffering will never compare 
to the titanic struggle between good and evil that Jesus 
willingly chose. But his choice to obey his Father over 
any other choice comforts and strengthens me. His vic-
tory is mine.

PRAYER
Beautiful Savior, thank you for your selfless 
obedience. In your life, I have life. Help me to 
share the good news of your victory over sin 
and death for us all.� In your name, Amen.



2 Corinthians 12:1-10� MONDAY, AUGUST 11
SPIRITUAL JUJITSU

“My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is 
made perfect in weakness.”� 2 Corinthians 12:9

We don’t know what the apostle Paul’s thorn in the 
flesh was, but it gave him serious, chronic problems.

Paul says that he asked God three times to heal him. 
In biblical language, the number three may well mean 
that Paul prayed and prayed till he felt he could pray 
no more. At some point, Paul understood that this trial 
would be his for the rest of his life.

Chronic pain, chronic health problems, disabilities 
of various kinds—all these make daily life challenging. 
As pain and anger grow heavy within, they can drag 
us into a pit of despair and bitterness. We cry out to 
God for relief, for healing, for wellness. And when God 
says, “No,” we feel abandoned.

But with God’s assurance, Paul came to a new un-
derstanding. After pouring out his heart for a time, Paul 
learned that God was going to allow him to go on living 
with his “thorn” indefinitely. What would happen next?

God led Paul to a deeper spirituality, a greater insight 
into life’s meaning, than he would have had without the 
thorn. Paul learned that grace is greater than healing, 
greater than relief, greater than getting what he wanted.

In an act of spiritual jujitsu (skilled fighting that em-
ploys weakness), God took Paul’s weakness and used 
it to make him strong in the battle against sin and evil. 
God works that way today. His grace is still sufficient.

PRAYER
Jesus, sometimes I feel as if you have aban-
doned me. Remind me that your grace is suf-
ficient for me. Give me the assurance of your 
grace and strength.� In your name, Amen.



2 Samuel 9� TUESDAY, AUGUST 12
A STRONG PROMISE KEEPER

“Is there anyone still left of the house of Saul to whom I 
can show kindness for Jonathan’s sake?”� 2 Samuel 9:1

In ancient times a conquering king usually put to 
death all the heirs of a former king because they were 
potential rivals for the throne.

When David became king in Israel, he seized all the 
property that had belonged to the previous king, Saul. 
Then he hunted for any remaining heirs of Saul. He found 
one, Mephibosheth, a grandson of Saul. But instead of 
putting Mephibosheth to death, he gave him the proper-
ty that had belonged to Saul. David gave Mephibosheth 
servants to work the fields and allowed him to eat at the 
same table as David himself—a high honor.

Besides being a potential rival to David’s throne, 
Mephibosheth had another strike against him: a child-
hood injury had made him lame. In those days, people 
with disabilities were considered the lowest of the low.

In the eyes of others, David would have seemed weak 
for treating Mephibosheth with kindness. But in God’s 
eyes David’s act of “weakness” showed great strength.

David had made a promise to show kindness to 
Mephibosheth’s father, Jonathan, and to his descen-
dants. David kept that promise. This act of faithful-
ness, along with many others, earned David the title “a 
man after [God’s] own heart” (Acts 13:22)

Keeping promises sometimes makes us look weak, 
but it’s not that way in God’s kingdom.

PRAYER
Lord, you never fail to keep your promises. 
Help me to keep mine as well, especially when 
it hurts and I’d rather show vengeance. Help 
me to be like you.� In Jesus, Amen.



2 Corinthians 4:13-18� WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 13
JOY IN THE MOURNING

Our light and momentary troubles are achieving for us an 
eternal glory that far outweighs them all.	 2 Cor. 4:17

Bone cancer took Joy’s life. She had been through 
hard times throughout her life, and she died a hard 
death. During her final months, Joy’s pain was con-
stant, and sometimes it was intense and demanding.

Her worst pain wracked her body, mind, and soul 
in the final weeks as a tumor pushed against the spinal 
cord in her neck.

Joy taught me about living with pain.
When we hurt in our bodies or in our hearts, pain 

seems to go on forever. But pain does not have the 
final word. In the middle of pain, Joy always remained 
hopeful and joy-full. She knew the truth expressed in 
today’s text. Compared to the weighty glory of ever-
lasting life, her pain was “light and momentary.”

Sometimes pain is more than we can bear in our 
own strength. But God’s strength through pain is far 
greater than ours.

“So we fix our eyes not on what is seen, but on what 
is unseen. For what is seen is temporary, but what is 
unseen is eternal.”

For us humans, many things are impossible, such 
as enduring terrible pain. But when we fix our eyes 
on God, who is unseen, “all things are possible” 
(Mark 10:27). That kind of confidence is at the heart of 
Christian joy.

PRAYER
O God, I confess that my eyes wander from 
you to my pain. Keep them fixed on you 
alone. Thank you for making hope and joy 
possible even in the midst of pain.� Amen.



2 Samuel 12:15-25� THURSDAY, AUGUST 14
CELEBRATION AND REMEMBRANCE

“I will go to him, but he will not return to me.”	
� 2 Samuel 12:23

Today our two surviving triplets celebrate their 
“golden birthday,” 14 years old on the 14th. An exciting 
day! But they, with their brother Dylan, were born ex-
tremely prematurely. Though none of them were ready 
for birth, Dylan was the least ready. His tiny, immature 
lungs could not stand the relentless pounding of air 
from a ventilator. He passed away 23 days after birth.

For our family, today is a celebration and a remem-
brance. If Dylan had survived, what would he be like 
now? What contributions would he make in the life of 
our family, our church, his school? We’ll never know.

Few trials in life are more bitter than losing a child. 
If things were as they are supposed to be, children 
would outlive their parents. But then, if things were as 
they are supposed to be, there would be no cancer, no 
war, no marital breakups, no sin.

King David moaned the words of today’s Scripture 
after the first child born to him and Bathsheba died. 
This death concluded a long line of tragedy for David: 
adultery, betrayal, murder, and then the death of this 
child. None of this was the way life is supposed to be.

Yet we celebrate today too. God told David and 
Bathsheba to name their second son Jedidiah, which 
means, “Loved by the Lord.”

Life brings pain, but God brings blessing.
PRAYER

Thank you, Lord, for your wonderful bless-
ings. Help me through my pain. As we cele
brate your goodness today, give us hope for 
full life as it’s supposed to be.� In Jesus, Amen.



Genesis 32:22-32� FRIDAY, AUGUST 15
THE BEST POSSIBLE BLESSING

Jacob replied, “I will not let you go unless you 
bless me.”� Genesis 32:26

One night Jacob fought alone with someone in the 
dark. This was new for Jacob. He had never entered a 
fight that he couldn’t win. By daybreak, his opponent 
had wrenched Jacob’s hip so severely that he walked 
with a limp for the rest of his life.

Jacob knew that this opponent had special power. 
“I will not let you go unless you bless me,” Jacob de-
clared. If he couldn’t win, at least he could wrench a 
blessing from this powerful opponent. So he did.

The opponent gave Jacob a new name, Israel, which 
means, “He struggles with God.” In that moment, 
Jacob learned that he had been struggling with a mes-
senger of the Lord himself (see Hosea 12:4).

The unseen wrestler said to Jacob, “Your name will 
no longer be Jacob, but Israel, because you have strug-
gled with God and with men and have overcome.”

Hard as it seems, our greatest hardships, our most 
difficult challenges, our most horrible trials may be 
one of God’s ways of bringing us his blessing.

I don’t know how that works.
When our son died, I didn’t feel blessed at all, and I 

still don’t. My wife and I still “walk with a limp.” We 
have four living children instead of five. But through it 
all God is with us.

Maybe that’s the best blessing one can receive.
PRAYER

Lord, we don’t understand why some things 
happen, and sometimes we wrestle with you. 
Jesus, thank you for being as close as my own 
heart. Stay close. Stay close.� Amen.



Matthew 28:16-20� SATURDAY, AUGUST 16
DARK NIGHT OF THE SOUL

“Surely I am with you always, to the very end of 
the age.”� Matthew 28:20

Janette Schaafsma shares her story in Breaking Barriers, 
a newsletter of Disabilities Concerns Ministries. Aching 
joints from rheumatoid arthritis kept Janette in pain. 
She wrestled in a nighttime of disturbing emotions: an-
ger, frustration, helplessness, fear, grief, deep sadness.

Janette was stuck at home much of the time. Her 
husband was helpful, but often felt so helpless. The 
loneliness cut deep. It seemed as if people at church 
and even her own children neglected her. Worst of all, 
she felt abandoned by God.

One night she wrestled before God, straining with 
emotion. Tears flowed from her eyes. She wrote in her 
journal, “I am cut off from the land of the living. I feel 
cut off from you, my God. Do you hear me when I 
cry out to you for relief? People get tired of it all. Do 
you, Lord? Should I just stop bothering you with my 
prayers and requests for healing?”

In Janette’s lament, I hear an echo of Jacob: “I will not 
let you go unless you bless me” (Genesis 32:26). Janette 
may have been tempted to leave God, but she would 
not let God go. And God didn’t leave her. God even 
brought some relief through surgery and medication.

God wants to bless his children. We might not re-
ceive all that we pray for. But God gives more than we 
can ask or imagine (Ephesians 3:20). He gives himself.

PRAYER
Thank you, Lord, for assuring us that you will 
never leave us or forsake us. Thank you, Jesus, 
for your promise to be with us forever. Be near 
to us each day.� In your name, Amen.



Psalm 150:1-6� SUNDAY, AUGUST 17
SHE LOVES TO WORSHIP

Let everything that has breath praise the Lord.	
� Psalm 150:6

Our oldest daughter, Nicole, is severely multiply 
impaired. Society looks at her and says, “She is weak.” 
Though she cannot speak or walk and will always need 
to be cared for, she has gifts to offer God and other peo-
ple—a warm smile and hearty laugh, an affectionate 
touch, and a deep delight in worshiping God.

She shows her excitement by clapping, waving her 
hands in the air, and making happy little sounds, some-
times even laughing out loud. When my wife and I be-
gan taking Nicole to church, we received a complaint 
about the sounds she made during worship. Although 
we could have become discouraged and decided not to 
take her anymore, my wife found ways to help Nicole 
stay quiet at certain times during the service, especially 
prayer time. During songs we let her make joyful noises 
to the Lord. (I never minded at all when she clapped 
while I was preaching!)

We didn’t receive any more complaints about the 
sounds she made. In fact, when Nicole moved out of 
our home and no longer attended worship on Sunday 
mornings with our family, a number of people told us 
how much they missed her joyful presence in worship.

Through her “weakness,” Nicole also offers great 
strength and encouragement to other people. She is 
our cheerleader in giving praise to God.

PRAYER
Praise to you, Lord our God, for every one 
of your children who gives you praise. “Let 
everything that has breath praise the Lord.” 
Praise your holy name!� Amen.



1 Samuel 1:1-20� MONDAY, AUGUST 18
GOD IS STILL AT WORK

Elkanah . . . had two wives . . . . Peninnah had 
children, but Hannah had none.� 1 Samuel 1:1-2

In the days of Elkanah, Peninnah, and Hannah, po-
lygamy was acceptable. Also in those days a woman’s 
worth was measured mainly by how many sons she 
had. As the years crawled by and Hannah remained 
infertile, her sorrow grew.

But her pain made fertile soil for spiritual growth. She 
prayed fervently. Many people find that their deepest tri-
als draw them closer to God. Hannah learned that God is 
the one to whom all people and all things belong.

One day Hannah was praying so intensely that 
when a man of God, Eli, saw her, he thought she was 
drunk. He ordered her to get rid of her wine.

But she had not been drinking. She said to him, “I 
was pouring out my soul to the Lord. . . . I have been 
praying here out of my great anguish and grief.”

Then Eli encouraged her and said, “Go in peace.”
“In the course of time” little Samuel was born to 

Hannah and Elkanah. Because Samuel was a gift of God, 
Hannah dedicated him to the service of the Lord. He be-
came one of the most faithful leaders of God’s people.

Infertility still cuts deep into the lives of many cou-
ples. This story does not promise that all infertile cou-
ples will have children. It does reassure us that those 
who stay close to the heart of God in the their pain will 
see God work things out for his good purpose.

PRAYER
Lord and Giver of life, be near to all couples 
who long to have children and still wait. Give 
them your peace, and help us all to trust that 
in all things you work for our good.� Amen.



Matthew 21:14-16� TUESDAY, AUGUST 19
A HOLY NOOGY

“From the lips of children and infants you have 
ordained praise.”� Matthew 21:16

On the InterVarsity Press Online Pulpit, Gerry Koning 
shared a story about Jesse, a 13-year-old who has Down 
Syndrome. Jesse went out for breakfast with his father 
and grandparents one day, and he would have loved to 
wander through the restaurant meeting people, so his 
dad put his arm around Jesse while they sat and ate.

Then, when the four of them stood up to leave, 
Jesse dashed to the table across the aisle to meet two 
well-dressed businessmen. They had spent their time 
at breakfast with their PDAs and spreadsheets. Jesse 
greeted one and offered his hand. The man took Jesse’s 
hand and even gave him his name. Jesse went in for a 
hug, which the man returned warmly.

Sensing the man’s affection, Jesse went for it all. 
He put the businessman in a headlock and gave him 
a noogy (vigorously rubbing his scalp with his knuck-
les). Jesse’s father apologized to the man; then he told 
Jesse firmly that the man did not deserve a noogy.

But the man responded that he did deserve one—and 
probably more. He explained that he had not treated his 
wife kindly that morning. Then he said, “Sometimes 
God speaks to us loudly through a burning bush, and at 
other times through a young child.” Jesus, too, remind-
ed people that God often speaks through children.

Whom is God using to speak to you today?
PRAYER

Forgive me, Lord, for not listening when 
you speak to me through others. Open my 
ears and my heart. Help me to listen and 
obey faithfully, in Jesus’ name.� Amen.



Matthew 14:22-32� WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 20
HE SAW THE WIND AND SANK

He was afraid and, beginning to sink, cried out, 
“Lord, save me!”� Matthew 14:30

The story of Peter’s attempt to walk on water is 
one of my favorites. Along with all the other disciples, 
Peter first fears the figure looming in the night, walk-
ing on the waves toward their boat.

When Jesus reassures them that he is the one walk-
ing out there, Peter wants a piece of the action too.

“Lord, tell me to come to you on the water,” he says.
“Come,” invites Jesus.
Like a child taking his first tottering steps toward 

his parents, Peter walks toward Jesus on the water.
But when he takes his eyes off Jesus and sees the 

wind and waves, Peter begins to sink.
So Jesus reaches out and catches him. Then Jesus 

asks Peter, “Why did you doubt?”
I like this story so much because I know the same 

feeling of taking my eyes off Jesus and “seeing the 
wind” instead. I get distracted from faith so easily by 
my frustrations and insecurities and temptations. I can 
relate to Peter, and I thank God that this story has been 
preserved in Scripture.

I also love how it turns out. Jesus challenges Peter’s 
lack of faith, but then he helps him into the boat. Peter 
gets a second chance, and he will also need more. I 
thank God for the many second chances he has given 
me. My weakness is covered by his strength.

PRAYER
Jesus, my eyes get distracted by the wind 
and waves instead of seeing you. Please, 
Lord, help me stay focused on you alone. I 
need your strength always.� Amen.



Luke 22:54-62� THURSDAY, AUGUST 21
GOD OF SECOND CHANCES

Just as he was speaking, the rooster crowed.	
� Luke 22:60

Peter loved Jesus passionately. Traditional stories 
from the early church say that he moved to Rome and 
recruited many followers for Jesus. In the end, Peter 
was probably tortured and murdered for this work.

But years earlier, when Jesus was about to be tor-
tured and killed, Peter’s courage ran cold. Jesus had 
predicted it hours earlier. He’d said to Peter, also known 
as Simon, “Satan has asked to sift you as wheat. But I 
have prayed . . . that your faith may not fail. And when 
you have turned back, strengthen your brothers. . . . I 
tell you, Peter, before the rooster crows today, you will 
deny three times that you know me” (Luke 22:31-34).

Even with that warning, Peter stumbled exactly as 
the Lord had predicted. Three times he denied that he 
had ever known Jesus. All of Peter’s love for Jesus did 
not put the brakes on his fear or his drive for self-pres-
ervation. And as he heard the rooster crow, Peter ran 
off in shame and wept bitterly.

Jesus knew that Peter would fail him, but Jesus also 
prayed that Peter’s faith would not fail. Eventually, in 
God’s strength, Peter broke through the shame and 
lived boldly for Jesus.

In the same way, Jesus knows that we will fail him. 
But he also prays that our faith will not fail. Trust that 
prayer, and know the God of second chances.

PRAYER
Thank you, Giver of second chances, for your 
Son, Jesus, who makes our life new each day. 
Help us to trust that our faith will not fail, 
knowing that our Lord prays for us.� Amen.



Job 1� FRIDAY, AUGUST 22
BLESSED BE THE NAME

“The Lord gave and the Lord has taken away; may 
the name of the Lord be praised.”� Job 1:21

Job was not perfect. After he suffered devastating 
losses, he shook an angry fist at God and demanded 
that God explain why (Job 31:35-37). But it’s no won-
der he was angry. His children (10 of them!) died when 
their house collapsed, and all the rest of his possessions 
were burned by fires or stolen by thieves.

Still Job was an upright man, one who feared God 
and shunned evil (Job 1:8).

What do good men and women do when faced with 
great loss? They likely experience a wide range of emo-
tions, but in the end, they look to God; they lean on 
God; they trust God. They learn to say (or sing):

“Every blessing you pour out I’ll turn back to praise.
When the darkness closes in, Lord, still I will say,
Blessed be the name of the Lord.”
� —lyrics by the Newsboys
Eventually Job received God’s answer to his plea 

“Why?” In Job 38-42 God asks Job a series of questions. 
Through the swirling puzzles God sets before Job, God 
gives a non-answer and also the best answer why so 
much devastation visited him. God gave Job a “weak” 
answer that is the strongest of all: “Job, you can’t un-
derstand. You’ll just have to trust me.”

So it is in much of life. We just have to trust God 
because we won’t understand.

PRAYER
Lord, teach me to leave my burning ques-
tions with you and simply to trust you. Your 
ways are not our ways. Help us to trust that 
you know best.� For Jesus’ sake, Amen.



John 19:23-27� SATURDAY, AUGUST 23
HER LOSS WAS HER GAIN

Near the cross of Jesus stood his mother . . . .	
� John 19:25

As Jesus hung on the cross, dying in terrible agony, 
his mother Mary’s pain of heart and soul must have 
been torturous too (see Luke 2:35).

Her joy had been splayed with each strike of the 
whip ripping her son’s back. Her love was pierced 
along with Jesus’ flesh as the spikes drove through 
sinew and muscle. Her heart was fractured with each 
heaving breath of her dying son.

Perhaps memories flooded her mind as her love bled 
for her tortured child—the angel promise, the wonder 
of the shepherds, the delight of the wise men, the joy at 
Jesus’ love for the Word of God, people’s amazement 
at Jesus’ miracles and teaching. But those memories 
hung impaled on a Roman tool of torture: a cross.

Mary didn’t know yet that her son’s season of weak-
ness leading to death was also leading to victory over 
the world’s most powerful forces of evil: Satan, sin, 
and death.

Mary didn’t know that she would soon again see 
the face of her dear son—not the gray face of a cadaver 
but the radiant features of her resurrected Lord.

As Jesus breathed his last breath that Friday after-
noon, Mary felt her loss. But her loss was her gain. He 
died for her sins, and for the sins of all who believe in 
him. The greatest victory came through the worst trial.

PRAYER
Thank you, Jesus, for your amazing love. 
“How can it be that you, my Lord, should 
die for me?” In your weakness you died for 
us, gaining the victory of life.� Amen.



Luke 18:15-17� SUNDAY, AUGUST 24
THE SILENT ROOM

“Anyone who will not receive the kingdom of God 
like a little child will never enter it.”� Luke 18:17

“Don’t you want to live your life for God?” a friend 
of mine asked while he was preaching. He paused for 
dramatic effect, not expecting anyone to answer. But at 
that moment a child in the pew was tussling with his 
mother and shouted, “No!”

Children must learn that there are times to shout 
and times to be quiet. But some people think children 
should always be silent during a worship service. In 
fact, some churches have cry rooms off the sanctuary. 
Parents are expected to bring noisy children to the cry 
room to keep the time of worship as quiet as possible.

Sometimes I wonder if that is best. Our disabled 
daughter once got the giggles in a worship service 
and filled the sanctuary with holy laughter in praise to 
God. Isn’t an unhappy infant or a joyful disabled adult 
as precious to God as the person who sits quietly?

Maybe we should rename the “cry room” and make 
it the “silent room.” Worshipers who need silence in 
worship could use that room, and the rest of us who 
don’t mind a few sounds and noises from God’s chil-
dren could remain in the sanctuary.

We might get some unexpected interruptions during 
worship, but these might also be calls from God to re-
mind us that we are to receive the kingdom like a child—
in complete trust and dependence on our Father.

PRAYER
God, help me to hear your voice through 
whomever you choose to speak, especially in 
times of worship. Help us to love one another, 
knowing we all depend on you.� Amen.



Galatians 3:26-29� MONDAY, AUGUST 25
YOU ARE GOD’S CHILD

In Christ Jesus you are all children of God 
through faith.� Galatians 3:26 (TNIV)

Writer and preacher Fred Craddock tells about a 
new preacher who was greeting his congregation after 
a worship service. As one boy tried to sneak away, the 
preacher called out, “Hey, whose boy are you?” The 
boy froze. It was the last thing he wanted to be asked.

The boy had been born to a mother who wasn’t mar-
ried, so in that day and in that place he had a big strike 
against him. People gave him a label that spat shame 
on him. The kids threw that label at him at school. The 
townspeople whispered it about him everywhere.

The boy’s mother had wanted him to go to Sunday 
school, but the people at the church asked him not to 
come back because they said he was a bad influence.

Though he didn’t return to Sunday school, he want-
ed to check out the new preacher. As he snuck away 
after the service, the preacher saw him and asked 
him the terrible question. Before the boy answered, 
the preacher said, “I know who you are. I can see the 
family resemblance.” Then everyone froze until the 
preacher continued: “You’re a child of God!”

For you who believe in Jesus Christ, your Father is 
God himself! However weak or unimportant you think 
you are, you have infinite value.

If you do not yet believe in Jesus as your Savior, 
won’t you commit your life to him today?

PRAYER
Lord and Savior, I offer my life to you. Thank 
you for making me a child of your Father. 
Help me to welcome all of God’s children 
into your family in your name.� Amen.



1 Corinthians 12:12-26� TUESDAY, AUGUST 26
STRENGTH IS WEAKNESS

Those parts of the body that seem to be weaker 
are indispensable . . . .� 1 Corinthians 12:22

Chuck Norris, known for macho roles in movies and 
TV, has become the subject of some jokes like these:

Chuck Norris has counted to infinity. Twice.•	
Chuck Norris has already been to Mars; that’s why •	
there are no signs of life there.
When the boogeyman goes to sleep, he checks his •	
closet for Chuck Norris.

Chuck Norris and other tough-guy actors play a the-
atrical version of what our society often values: good 
looks, strength, self-sufficiency, independence.

But except for a few people who live off the land by 
themselves, we all need other people. We need not just 
the strong, charismatic, gifted, or good-looking; we also 
need people who the rest of us might consider weak.

I know of a young man who has a mental age of 
about one year, and he is so full of joy when he wor-
ships God that he leaps about. His enthusiasm for God 
infects the entire congregation. His disability sets him 
free to share his gift of joy with fellow worshipers.

A woman with cognitive impairments displays an 
unshakable faith in God for her future. She does not un-
derstand wills and insurance. We tend to rely on these 
things to reassure us. But she puts all her trust in God.

Who are the “weaker” people in your life? What 
need do you have that they fulfill?

PRAYER
Lord Jesus, forgive us for making an idol of 
strength. Open our hearts to learn from the 
people we think are weak. Help us all to see 
how we need you and one another.� Amen.



2 Corinthians 11:24-30� WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 27
WEAKNESS IS STRENGTH

If I must boast, I will boast of the things that 
show my weakness.� 2 Corinthians 11:30

Shortly after she began serving on a church staff, 
Susan Gregg-Schroeder experienced a major depression. 
She couldn’t eat or sleep or perform her duties. A gnaw-
ing sense of worthlessness brought thoughts of suicide. 
Worse yet, she had no idea what was happening to her.

She saw a psychologist who recommended in-pa-
tient treatments. For two years, only the senior pas-
tor of the church she served knew of her struggle. She 
feared losing her job.

Finally she told the congregation her story in a letter 
that she titled “The Burden of Silence.” Soon after that, 
a parish nurse organized a meeting to help people learn 
more about depression. They expected a small group 
of people to come, but the room filled to overflowing. 
Together they formed a depression support group.

Susan went on to found Mental Health Ministries, 
which educates people in faith communities about 
mental health issues.

Anyone who has lived through a major depression 
knows how painfully weak one feels in the midst of it. 
Yet in Susan’s case talking about her depression led to 
a wide ministry to other people. God may not ask you 
to “boast” of your weakness to everyone, but he wants 
you to share your burden with someone you trust. That 
may help the other person even more than it helps you.

PRAYER
Lord, take away the stigma of mental illness. 
Help each of us to let others see all of us, es-
pecially our weaknesses, knowing that our 
strength is in you.� In Jesus’ name, Amen.



John 15:1-8� THURSDAY, AUGUST 28
USE WHAT YOU HAVE

“If you remain in me and I in you, you will bear 
much fruit.”� John 15:5 (TNIV)

In Breaking Barriers, Dirk Vander Steen writes about 
Laraba, a Nigerian woman. Laraba owned nothing. 
She had even lost her fingers and toes as a side effect 
of leprosy. Her feet seemed hopelessly deformed. But 
some kind Christian medical people gave her surgery 
to restore a walking surface to her feet.

For months Laraba lay in a hospital bed with heavy 
casts on her legs, but her hands stayed busy.

She would never have been able to pay for the 
surgery or follow-up care with money, but she made 
little gifts. She did embroidery, stitching Bible verses 
or short Nigerian proverbs on pieces of cloth. Each of 
these took weeks to complete.

One day she handed a completed text to one of her 
caregivers. As he praised and thanked her, she lifted 
her fingerless hands before him and declared, “I make 
use of what I have.”

Most of us feel as if we don’t have much to offer in 
service to God. Yet our strength is not in ourselves, but 
in the Savior, Jesus Christ.

As a branch needs the vine that it grows from, so we 
need our Lord and Savior.

In him we will bear much fruit. He will take the little 
that we have and use it for great good when we offer it 
to him and “make use of what we have.”

PRAYER
Thank you, dear Jesus, for giving us gifts to 
share with others. May we make use of what 
we have. May we also encourage others to use 
their gifts to the glory of God.� Amen.



1 Corinthians 12:1-7� FRIDAY, AUGUST 29
THE ROAMIN’ CHARIOT

To each one the manifestation of the Spirit is giv-
en for the common good.� 1 Corinthians 12:7

The Holy Spirit works in and through the lives of 
believers by means of spiritual gifts for building God’s 
kingdom. The Bible mentions many spiritual gifts, such 
as wisdom, knowledge, service, craftsmanship, teaching, 
and more. No one receives all the gifts, and everyone has 
at least one. For example, one person may have the gift 
of wisdom, another the gift of teaching, and so on.

The Spirit gives all these gifts for the common good, 
so that everyone may work together as the church, the 
body of Christ, in this world. But people sometimes fo-
cus on gifts they don’t have, and they let themselves get 
discouraged. They compare themselves to others and 
say, “I don’t have the gift she has, so I’m no good at all.”

I’m inspired by two men at my church, Henry and 
Michael, who live with physical challenges. They could 
dwell on what they can’t do, but they don’t. Both of 
them are good behind the wheel of a car. So they be-
gan a transportation ministry that they call “Roamin’ 
Chariot.” Michael even has the name printed across 
the front of his Chevy van. Both of them give rides to 
people who need to go to doctor’s appointments and 
so on. They have the gift of service and use their gift 
for God’s glory and for building God’s kingdom.

So why not follow their example? Focus on what 
you can do, and use that gift for God!

PRAYER
O God who has gifted me, fill me with an eager 
desire to use my gifts in service to you and for 
the good of your people. In the Spirit’s power 
and in Jesus’ name I pray.� Amen.



Joshua 1:1-11� SATURDAY, AUGUST 30
DO NOT BE DISCOURAGED

“Be strong and courageous. . . . For the Lord your 
God will be with you wherever you go.”�Joshua 1:9

Of all the people in the Bible, Joshua might be one 
of the last we’d expect to need encouragement. Years 
earlier, he and Caleb stood their ground against an 
angry mob that was ready to pummel them to death 
with rocks. A number of spies had just reported that 
it would be impossible for the people to conquer the 
land of Canaan. The beefy inhabitants of the land had 
powerful weapons. But Joshua and Caleb countered, 
“Do not be afraid of the people of the land, because we 
will swallow them up. Their protection is gone, but the 
Lord is with us” (Numbers 14:9). Although this speech 
did not convince the frightened Israelites, Joshua and 
Caleb did not back down.

Given Joshua’s courage, why did God need to tell 
him not to be terrified or discouraged?

This was now about 40 years later, and Joshua was 
no longer facing fellow Israelites. Now he would need 
to lead an army of Israel against the Canaanites, who 
would fight to the death to protect their land, posses-
sions, and families. The real battle would begin.

Yesterday’s courage cannot be saved for today’s 
challenge. But God’s faithfulness is new every morn-
ing. Believe in Jesus and know that the Lord your God 
will be with you wherever you go. Do not be terrified. 
Do not be discouraged.

PRAYER
Sometimes I am afraid and discouraged, 
Lord. Thank you that you are my refuge 
and strength. Help me remember that you 
are always with me.� In Jesus’ name, Amen.



Luke 14:15-24� SUNDAY, AUGUST 31
EVERYONE WELCOME—REALLY!

“Go out . . . and bring in the poor, the crippled, 
the blind and the lame.”� Luke 14:21

When the red carpet was rolled out, the white linen 
spread, the finest dinnerware set in place, and the ten-
derest meats prepared by the best cooks—when all was 
ready for this banquet, who were the honored guests?

In Jesus’ story in Luke 14, he turns our expectations 
upside down. Many guests received invitations, but 
they all dishonored the host by giving lame excuses. The 
honored guests instead were people who never received 
such invitations, people who were excluded from social 
functions because of their disadvantage or disability.

Once the guests sat down, some tables still had 
room. The master of the banquet told his servants to 
find absolutely anyone they could to fill every seat. 
Then the great feast would begin.

What was Jesus saying in this parable? He was 
sounding a warning. People who think too much of 
themselves and depend on their own strength have 
little room for God in their lives. No seats at Christ’s 
table will be open for them.

Jesus offered grace. He loves the people whom others 
are likely to ignore. People who do not trust in their own 
strength, who accept God’s invitation to the feast, will 
enjoy all of God’s riches and find themselves welcome 
as his honored guests. Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you 
will be saved to enjoy his lively celebration forever!

PRAYER
Jesus, thank you for your love that has 
reached wide and deep. Thank you for lov-
ing me. Help me to love others and to invite 
them to enjoy full life with you.� Amen.




